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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the RCE filing of 6-8-2009. Claims 1-18 are pending and 
have been considered below: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



2. Claims 1-3, 5-12 and 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable by Kevworth, II et al ("Kevworth" 5579472) in view of DeCarmo 
(20040010808 A1). 



Claim 1: Kevworth discloses a computer program product comprising a computer- 
readable medium storing executable program code, which, when executed on a 
communications device configured to receive store and display heterogeneous 
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messages received in different formats to each message type causes the 
communications device to execute (Column 3, Lines 55-59); 
the method of: 

receiving a plurality of heterogeneous messages (Column 3, Lines 55-59); 
storing each of said plurality of heterogeneous messages in a corresponding one of a 
plurality of message stores associated with the corresponding message type (Column 1 , 
Lines 55-63; Column 9, Lines 41-46); 

retrieving, from each of said plurality of message stores, at least one message matching 
at least one collating criterion (Figure 8; Column 7, Lines 1-6) the messages are of that 
specific user; 

and displaying on a user interface of the communications device an ordered listing from 
each of said retrieved messages in a single view (Figure 8) and 
continually retrieving and displaying heterogeneous messages matching the at least 
one collating criterion as they are received and stored in the corresponding one of the 
plurality of message stores such that said continually retrieved message are then 
incorporated into the ordered listing (Figure 8 and Figure 15; Column 4, Lines 36-41 and 
Column 10, Lines 15-25). 

Kevworth does not disclose showing body message fragments and does disclose 
displaying information fields about the message (Figure 10). DeCarmo further discloses 
an instant message system and displaying a part of the message (or body fragment). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to provide body fragments in the information fields of the modified 
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Keyworth as taught by DeCarmo. One would have been motivated to provide the body 
fragment to allow the user to promptly decide the urgency of the message. 

Claim 10: Claim 10 is similar in scope to Claim 1 and therefore rejected under the 
same rationale. 

Claims 2 and 11: Keyworth and DeCarmo disclose a program and method as in claims 
1 and 10 above, and further disclose wherein the different message types comprise at 
least two of email, IM or SMS ( Keyworth : Column 3, Lines 60-63; Column 5, Lines 55- 
62). Pager is a SMS system 

Claims 3 and 12: Keyworth and DeCarmo disclose a program and method as in claims 

1 and 10 above, and further disclose wherein the different message types comprise at 
least two of email, IM, SMS and telephone ( Keyworth : Column 3, Lines 55-63; Column 
5, Lines 55-62). Pager is a SMS system 

Claims 5 and 14: Keyworth and DeCarmo disclose a program and method as in claims 

2 and 1 1 above, and further disclose wherein the plurality of heterogeneous message 
comprise at least one email message and at least one SMS messaqe( Kevworth : Figure 
8; Column 3, Lines 55-63; Column 5, Lines 55-62). Pager is a SMS system. 



Application/Control Number: 10/787,093 
Art Unit: 2175 



Page 5 



Claims 6 and 15: Kevworth and DeCarmo disclose a program and method as in claims 
1 and 10 above, in which the method further comprises displaying a first defined icon 
representing the at least one collating criterion when the communications device is in 
receipt of no unread messages matching the at least one collating criterion and for 
displaying a second defined icon representing the at least one collating criterion when 
the communications device is in receipt of at least one unread message meeting at 
least one collating criterion ( Kevworth : Figure 6). Shows new messages related to that 
VIP or provides blank icon. 

Claims 7 and 16: Kevworth and DeCarmo disclose a program and method as in claims 
1 and 10 above, and further discloses wherein the at least one matching criterion 
comprises a text string (Keyworth: Figure 15; Column 52-58) header looks for a VIP 
name (text). 

Claims 8 and 17: Kevworth and DeCarmo disclose a program and method as in claims 
1 and 10 above, and wherein the ordered listing comprises message body fragments 
associated with retrieved messages from a plurality of individuals (Keyworth: Figure 10). 
There is a provided an ordered listing of messages from a plurality of people DeCarmo 
provides the body message fragment that would be included in the information fields of 
Keyworth. 
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Claims 9 and 18: Kevworth and DeCarmo disclose a program and method as in claim 
8 and 17 above, and wherein the plurality of individuals comprises a user associated 
with the communication device (Keyworth: Figure 10 shows who the message is from 
and which type of communication). 



3. Claims 4 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by 
Kevworth, II et al ("Kevworth" 5579472) and DeCarmo (20040010808 A1) as applied to 
Claim 1 and 1 0 in further view of Dana et al ("Dana" US 6571275 B1 ) 



Claims 4 and 13: Kevworth, DeCarmo disclose a program and method as in claims 1 
and 10 above, and the specified at least one collating criterion comprising a name 
associated with one entry in the address book. However Dang discloses filtering 
messages and further discloses using an address book as a criterion (Column 7, Line 
58-Column 8, Line 10). Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to allow the collating criteria be based on an 
address book in the modified Kevworth as taught by Dang. One would have been 
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motivated to provide an address book to provide improved query of names, groups, etc; 
therefore the system is more efficient and user-friendly. 



Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Per the amendments the rejection has been revised to include Keyworth 
and DeCarmo to cover the limitations. Therefore the argument towards Schmidt and 
Keyworth are moot. 

5. Further the combination of Keyworth and DeCarmo provides an ordered listing 
with information fields from a plurality of messages and the body message fragment 
functionality to cover the claim limitations and are further addressed above. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be 
directed to Sherrod Keaton whose telephone number is 571) 270-1697. The examiner can normally 
be reached on Mon. thru Fri. and alternating Fri. off (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
William Bashore can be reached on 571-272-4088. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3800. 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2175 



